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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE F. WILSON,
of the city of Washington, in the county of
‘Washington, Distriet of Columbia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Can-Openers; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a device for open-
ing hermetically-sealed cans of fruit, vegeta-
bles, meats, and the like; and the novelty
consists in the construction and arrangement
of parts, as will be more fully hereinafter set,
forth, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view; Tig. 2, a
section, and Fig. 3 details.

In carrying out my invention I employ a
frame of cast metal, having a proper, conven-
ient, or ornamental handle. In the frame I
secure in proper bearings a knife or punctur-
ing device.

The frame is adapted to receive the top of
the sealed can in either of two eircular faces,
and, being rotated by force applied to the
handle, a proper knife cuts out the top in cir-
cular form near the edge, thus leaving a can
which may be used again for other purpose,
having a neat appearance, and free from rag-
ged edges.

The frame is provided with guides or flanges
upon each side, which are adapted to receive
the top of the ean, those upon one side de-
scribing the arc of a circle larger than the
other to receive a three-pound can, while the
other receives a two-pound can, each making
a neat and efficient fit.

A lug cast in or formed upon the inner sur-
face of the device, at a point near the junction
of the handle, forms a threaded bearing for a
double-pointed knife with a threaded shank,
which, when in place, operates when either of
the surfaces is used.

To employ the device for smaller cans, I
provide bearing-lugs, and when two or more
of these bear upon the top of the can, and the
device is forced to one side and rotated, it op-
erates efficiently, althongh the can does not
fill the arc described by the implement,

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
framne, cast in one piece with the handle A/,
which is provided with a knife, B, as shown.

The frame A has two operating-surfaces, of
different sizes, formed on one side by the
flanges C, and upon the other by the flanges
/', as shown.

D represents a lug, having threaded bear-
ing d, to receive the threaded shank e of a
double-pointed knife, E. T represents bear-
ing-lugs, which serve both as bearings upon
the top of the can when said top fills, or nearly
fills, the circle described by the flange C, and
oneor more of which serve as guidesforsmaller
cans. x represents the can.

The operation of my invention is as follows:
In opening a three-pound can, the top of the
can being received within the flange O’ and
the implement rotated, the projecting point of
the knife cuts a circular hole from the top.
For a two-pound can, reverse the implement
and receive the top of the can within the arc
described by the flange C and rotate it, when
the opposite point of the knife E serves a simi-
lar purpose.

Tor a still smaller can the same face is em-
ployed, the implement being forced laterally,
two or more of the lugs I bearing upon the
can.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a can-opener, the frame A, having the
concentric circles C and €, in combination
with the double-pointed knife E, substantially
as shown and deseribed.

2. The frame A, having handle A/, flanges
C €/, as shown, and threaded bearing D d, in
combination with the knife E, snbstantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

3. The frame A A’ C €/, having bearing D
d, and lugs F, combined with the knives K
and B, substantially as set forth.

4. The double-pointed knife E, having
threaded shank e, adapted for use in connec-
tion with a retaining-disk as a can-opener,
snbstantially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

THEO. ¥, WILSON.

Witnesses:
R. B. LLoYD,
JoHN A. ROLLINGS,



